Women’s Global Alliance 


The emergence of the contemporary transnational women’s movement can be 
dated from the 1975 UN “Decade for Women” declaration and the resultant conferences 
in Mexico City, Copenhagen, Nairobi, and Beijing. The greatest challenge of the 
movement flows from the fact that the economic interests of women in the poorer 
countries can directly conflict with those of women in the richer countries. It has been a 
challenge to acknowledge that the preservation of women’s consumption standards and 
employment in richer countries often results in loss of labor rights or environmental 
damage in poorer countries. “This tension points to the main problem in developing a 
shared global perspective among women’s movements on economic change” (O’Brien et 
al, 2000, p. 40). The Women’s Global Alliance attempts to bridge the Global North and 
South, concerned with the interests of both separately as well as their common interests. 

Between the Mexico City meeting in 1975 and the 1995 meeting in Beijing, there 
has been increasing emphasis on an agenda shaped by the lives of women in poorer 
countries. “Parochial views of feminism that failed to see literacy or safe water supplies, 
for example, as women’s movement issues were effectively challenged by Third World 
Women shifting the discourse towards a more prominent link between feminism and 


development. . . By 1995, the strong influence of the women’s organizations of non- 
Western nations was indisputable in shaping a common agenda” (Ferree and Gamson, 
1999, p. 42). 


Many global justice issues have a strong gender component with injustices falling 
disproportionately on women and young girls. 

*** The reduction of state expenditures on social services has an immediate impact on 
women, with women expected to expand their domestic responsibilities to compensate 
for decreasing state investment in children’s education or health, or care for the elderly. 
*** Lack of health and safety regulations are often most acute at factories that employ 
mostly women and girls. 

*** Poverty-level wages and lack of labor rights often fall disproportionately on women 
workers. 

**** Reproductive health (of mothers and children) is often one of the costs of 
environmental degradation. 

*** The majority of borrowers in many micro-credit programs are women. 

In this scenario, the Women’s Global Alliance maintains a close working 
relationship with the Islamic Labor Forum. The Labor Forum is a moderate or modernist 
Islamic group that believes in furthering the values of Islam and encouraging people to 
live their lives according to Islamic precepts but does not believe in participating directly 
in politics and government. 

The Islamic Labor Forum focuses on civil society and service to the community 
through the creation of benevolent organizations (munadhamat khairiyya), including 
clinics, educational assistance, women’s support groups, and youth activities. Muslim 
piety, they believe, will benefit from more distance between mosque and state. Any 
contemporary interpretation of the Qur’an, they believe, leaves little doubt of the full 
equality between men and women at all levels. They quote from the Qur’an: “I do not 
neglect the deeds done by any of you, whether man or woman; the one of you comes 
from the other.” 


Frame 

Parts of the Women’s Global Alliance are especially sympathetic to 
GLOBALIZATION FROM BELOW while other parts are especially sympathetic to 
GLOBALIZATION WITH A HUMAN FACE. (see Resource Kit, Globalization 
Frames). 


Access Rule 
You can choose whether or not to meet with any other teams that are willing to 
meet with you. 


Success Indicators: 

Women’s Lives (WL): This begins at 100 and is raised by actions that improve 
women’s lives. It is lowered by actions that make their lives worse off. 

Constituency Support (CS): This begins at 100 and is raised by actions that 
show the Women’s Global Alliance to be an effective advocate and defender of policies 
that make women’s lives better. It is lowered by actions that show the Women’s Global 
Alliance to be ineffective or irrelevant as an advocate and defender of policies that make 
women’s lives better. 

Overall Success = (WL + CS) / 2 


Recommended to Print from Resource Kit: 
You should make hard copies of the following parts of the Resource Kit to read 
ahead of time or bring with you to the game sessions: 


*** Glossary of Technical Terms 

*** GLOBALIZATION FROM BELOW and GLOBALIZATION WITH A HUMAN 
FACE frames 

*** Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs). 

*** TIO Fundamental Conventions. 

*** Micro-Credit Programs. 

*** T oan-Guarantees 

*** Ecotourism 

*** SLAPPs. 

*** Zones of Action. 


Notes and References: 
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Germany” in della Porta et al, Social Movements in a Globalizing World. New 
York: St. Martin’s Press. 
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Women’s Global Alliance Action Options 

The following action options are available. You may adopt as many as you 
choose or none at all. 

___I. Participate in a campaign to have the WHO establish a specific set of 
Mimimum Health and Safety Standards for Factories. 

II. Options regarding support of proposed legislation (check all that apply): 
___ IIa. Support Sense of Congress Resolution. 

Whereas 211 people, many of them women and children, died in the recent 
factory fire in Fabrikistan, 

Whereas the UN report on this tragedy indicates that the conditions in this factory 
are widespread throughout Fabrikistan, 

Be it resolved that the United States Congress urges the responsible parties to take 
immediate action to bring the factories of Fabrikistan up to adequate health and safety 
standards. 

____ IIb. Support Congressional bill for conditional trade embargo against Fabrikistan. 

Whereas 211 people, many of them women and children, died in the recent 
factory fire in Fabrikistan, 

Whereas the UN report on this tragedy indicates that the conditions in this factory 
are widespread throughout Fabrikistan, 

Whereas U.S. factories meet such standards and U.S. jobs deserve protection 
against unfair competition: 

Be it resolved that there will be an embargo on all apparel imports from 
Fabrikistan until such time as the WHO establishes a specific set of Minimum Health and 
Safety Standards for Factories and certifies that Fabrikistan factories meet them. 

____ IIc. Support Congressional bill prohibiting import of apparel from factories that fail 
to observe ILO Fundamental Conventions. 

___ IW. Debt forgiveness campaign. Participate in a campaign to get the A-Team to 

forgive the debt of Fabrikistan, conditional on its bringing its factories up to WHO health 

and safety standards within a limited time period. 

IV. Launch an anti-corporate campaign against CDI including an economic 

boycott of company products and a series of actions aimed at creating unfavorable media 

publicity for CDI, highlighting the unsafe conditions and inadequate labor standards in 

the factories in Fabrikistan and elsewhere where its products are manufactured. 

V. Institute a law suit in U.S. courts for damages against CDI, under the Alien Tort 

Claims Act (ATCA). The plaintiff must show that CDI was aware of the numerous safety 

violations in factories in Fabrikistan where its shoes and apparel were being produced, 

that it aided and abetted the managers in ignoring these conditions, and was therefore 

guilty of reckless negligence. (For details on ATCA and such law-suits, see Resource 

Kit, ATCA.) 

____VI. Custard pies in the face campaign, targeting the following: (Requires access to 

target to carry this out.) 

VIa. CDI president and top executives 

VIb. A-Team leaders 

_____ VIL. Other (specify)! 


' You should check with the game coordinator who will rule whether such an action would be possible in 
the real world. 


Women’s Global Alliance Press Release 


(This should be written on the assumption that the details of the scenario itself are already 
known and have been reported earlier. You should focus on the actions you have taken 
during Phase Three that you wish to publicize — and, if relevant, possible action that you 
might have taken and did not. You should emphasize those actions of your own and of 
others that you hope will raise your relevant success indicators.) 


Women’s Global Alliance Broadcast Rating Form 
The Women’s Global Alliance monitors all three broadcasts: 


WUSA Notes on coverage: 


1. Were the actions of the Women’s Global Alliance covered fully and fairly from 
your standpoint? 


a. Yes. Coverage was pretty much the way we would have presented it ourselves. 


b. Mixed yes and no. Coverage of some of our actions was good but there were 
significant omissions and/or inclusion of distracting and irrelevant material. 


c. No, coverage missed important aspects of our actions and/or distorted other 
aspects. 


2. Did the coverage increase understanding and awareness of women’s issues by 
various national and international publics? 


a. Increased awareness. 


b. Mixed. Some parts of it increased awareness but other parts confused or obscured 
issues. 


c. Confused or obscured gender issues. 


EuroPress Notes on coverage: 


(Women’s Global Alliance Broadcast Rating Form continued) 
1. Were the actions of the Women’s Global Alliance covered fully and fairly from 
your standpoint? 


a. Yes. Coverage was pretty much the way we would have presented it ourselves. 


b. Mixed yes and no. Coverage of some of our actions was good but there were 
significant omissions and/or inclusion of distracting and irrelevant material. 


c. No, coverage missed important aspects of our actions and/or distorted other 
aspects. 


2. Did the coverage increase understanding and awareness of women’s issues by 
various national and international publics? 


a. Increased awareness. 
b. Mixed. Some parts of it increased awareness but other parts confused or obscured 
issues. 


c. Confused or obscured gender issues. 


Liberation Press or Voice of Islam (VOI) Notes on coverage: 


1. Were the actions of the Women’s Global Alliance covered fully and fairly from 
your standpoint? 


a. Yes. Coverage was pretty much the way we would have presented it ourselves. 


b. Mixed yes and no. Coverage of some of our actions was good but there were 
significant omissions and/or inclusion of distracting and irrelevant material. 


c. No, coverage missed important aspects of our actions and/or distorted other 
aspects. 


2. Did the coverage increase understanding and awareness of women’s issues by 
various national and international publics? 


a. Increased awareness. 


b. Mixed. Some parts of it increased awareness but other parts confused or obscured 
issues. 


c. Confused or obscured gender issues. 


